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Director's Note
ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD has been on my radar for about 10

years now as a show I would like to eventually direct. Well,

Ladies and Gentlemen (as the Ringmaster says), the time has

come!

I have seen the show twice, both at Georgia Thespian

Conference, and it has been very different yet very good both

times. One thing I did not realize when I watched the show was

that ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD is based on true events. Once I

had the idea that I might want to direct the show, I found out

the awful truth that this was not a work of fiction.

Without spoiling too much of the story, I will tell you that

Mary, a performing circus elephant, gave a grand, horrific final

performance in Erwin, Tennessee in September of 1916. This

show is about the events that led up to that moment as told by

the people of Erwin, the circus, and a train engineer.

All of that said, this has been a fantastic experience. These

Theatre East students have worked tirelessly to tell you the

story of Mary. I hope you enjoy the show as much as I have had

working on it.
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Circus lingo
Hey Rube

A call for help, usually given

by the ringmaster

First Of May

Someone who is brand new to

the circus

Joeys

Another name for Clowns,

who are the lowest of the

low in the circus

Red-Lighting

When the circus fires

someone, leaves them behind

or throws them off train

Johnny Tin-Plate

Another name for a rural

sheriff or Marshall



Cast
   The Circus    

Andie Acker........Ringmaster

Jaden Boncheva........Trainer

Grace Nissen........Ballet Girl

Phillip Johnson........Tour Manager

Luke Lowrey.........Strongman

Christian Thomas.......Clown

Ria Pardue........Hungry Townsperson

Jonathan Perez........Marshall

Ashlyn Montgomery........Muddy Townsperson

Andrew Brown........Preacher

Xavier Graham........Steam Shovel Operator

Molly Merck........Young Townsperson

Kenzie Miller........Young Townsperson

MaKenna Nichols........Ambitious Townsperson

Dakota Montgomery........Motherly Townsperson

Hudson Wray........Vivid Townsperson

Jewett Mote........Stressed Townsperson

Gauge Ruiz........Elderly Townsperson

Tanner Deckard........Engineer

Abby Cooke........Guitarist 

Caiden Burgis........Drummer

The Town

The Railroad

The Band



Crew
Madian Velasco........Stage Manager

Maggie Parker........Assistant Stage Manager

Meredith Engle........Assistant stage manager

Hannah Litton........Lighting Designer

Carrington Darst........Lightboard Operator

Kas Gore........Spotlight Operator

Savannah Livingston........Sound Designer

Jackson Howell........Head Costume Manager

Ollie Stacy........Head Hair/Makeup Manager

Canaan Payne........Costume Crew

Kaitlyn Deckard........Costume Crew

Emma Wigley........Costume Crew

Easton Siver........Tech Director

Sarah Allison........Deck Crew

Conner Chadwick........Deck Master

Kate Mitchell........Props Master

Emma Smith........Props Crew

Stage Managing

Lighting

Sound

Costume

Props

Set



Bios
Andie Acker is a junior at East Forsyth High School. You may have seen her in previous
years in THE SPITFIRE GRILL(Ensemble), INTO THE WOODS JR. (Rapunzel), and ONCE
UPON A MATTRESS (Princess No. 12). She would like to thank her family for their
continued support and would like to extend a very special thanks to Mr. Whiskers for
being her muse and inspiration. She is excited to play the Ringmaster and hopes you
enjoy the show!

Andie Acker                                          Ringmaster

Jaden Boncheva                                           Train er

Grace Nissen is a senior at East Forsyth High School, and she is ecstatic to be performing
in ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD as the Ballet Girl! Grace is in her second season at Theatre
East and feels extremely blessed to be a part of the program. Grace wants to thank her
sweet family and lovely friends for their unending love and support. 

TJ Boncheva is a junior at East Forsyth High School. He is playing as The Trainer and this
is his 3rd show as a performer. He was also in SEUSSICAL JR. (Wickersham Brother), THE
SPITFIRE GRILL (Crew), INTO THE WOODS JR. (Jack), and ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
(Crew). TJ would like to thank his friends for always being there to support him and make
him laugh. 

Grace Nissen                                           Ballet Girl

 Phillip Johnson                                   Tour Manager
Phillip Johnson is a senior at East Forsyth High School. He is the Tour Manager and it is
his first time in a lead role for one act. Phillip has also been a part of THE SPITFIRE
GRILL (ensemble), ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (ensemble), Spotlight (Playing parts such as
Lombard from THEN THERE WERE NONE to Judge Danforth from THE CRUCIBLE). He
would like to thank his friends and family for everything they have done for him.

 Luke Lowrey                                             Strongman
Luke Lowrey is a sophomore at East Forsyth High School and he plays the role of
Strongman. Luke has also been a part of INTO THE WOODS JR. (Steward). Luke would like
to thank his dogs Chloe, Wyatt, and Chewie, as well as his family for supporting him
through the years.

 Christian Thomas                                             Clown
Christian Thomas is a junior at East Forsyth High School and he is playing the role of The
Clown. Christian has also been in Theatre East’s other productions such as THE SPITFIRE
GRILL(ensemble), INTO THE WOODS JR. (Baker), ONCE UPON A MATTRESS(Sir Harry).
Christian would like to personally thank his Dad and Mr. Walden for helping him learn
how to juggle in 2-3 weeks and his Mom for showing up to all performances of all of his
shows.



Bios
Ria Pardue is a junior at East Forsyth High School and is portraying the character,
Hungry Townsperson. She has been a part of multiple productions, such as playing the
understudy of the Jester in ONCE UPON A MATTRESS, Jack’s Mother in INTO THE
WOODS JR., and being on the crew for The SPITFIRE GRILL. Ria would like to express
tremendous gratitude for her grandmother, who never fails to show support and love
through every activity she participates in.

Ria Pardue                                Hungry Townsperson  

Jonathan Perez                                           Marshall

Ashlyn Montgomery (Muddy Townsperson) is a junior at East Forsyth High School. You
may have seen her as Jack from INTO THE WOODS JR., or The Nightingale in ONCE
UPON A MATTRESS. She would like to thank her castmates for all of their support and
hard work that they have given and all that is still to come. 

Jonathan Perez is a junior at East Forsyth High School and he is playing the role of The
Marshal. Jonathan has also been a part of ONCE UPON A MATTRESS(ensemble).
Jonathan would like to thank his Mother for all the love and support they’ve given to him
in the last 8 months on his theater journey. 

Ashlyn Montgomery                   Muddy Townsperson

 Andrew Brown                                            Preacher
Andrew Brown (Cast) is a sophomore at East Forsyth High School. He is The Preacher in
ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD, as well as others such as INTO THE WOODS JR. (Rapunzel’s
Prince). Andrew would like to thank the wonderful people at East Forsyth’s theatre team,
for being the most supportive people he knows! 

 Xavier Graham                      Steam Shovel Operator
Xavier Graham (Steam Shovel Operator) is a senior at East Forsyth High School. He has
been in the crew for many past shows such as OKLAHOMA (Crew), THE SPITFIRE GRILL
(Crew), SEUSSICAL JR.(Crew), and more, but this is his first time in the cast. He would like
to thank his family, but especially Mr. Addison Walden, who helped encourage and
convince him that he could do well as an actor. 

 Molly Merck                               Young Townsperson
Molly Merck (Young Townsperson) is in ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD and is in the 11th
grade at East Forsyth High School. This is her third year of being in theatre! She has been
in HILLBILLY HANKERIN(Betty), HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL(Gabriella) at NFMS, INTO
THE WOODS JR. (Narrator), and SEUSSICAL JR. (Bird Girl) at East. She would like to
thank everyone who helped her get this far in what is hopefully just the beginning of her
theater career!



Bios
Kenzie Miller (Young Townsperson) is an 11th grader at East Forsyth High School. She is
super excited to be a part of Elephants Graveyard. You may have recognized her from her
work on MATILDA at The Holly Theater in Dahlonega, or in Theater East’s production of
INTO THE WOODS JR. (Baker’s Wife). As always, she wants to say a huge thanks to her
family for their love and support. Kenzie also wants to thank her wonderful directors and
crew for their hard work and dedication. She hopes you like the show!

Kenzie Miller                              Young Townsperson 

 Kenna Nichols                      Ambitious Townsperson

Dakota Montgomery is playing the Motherly Townsperson. This is her first time in a One
Act performance and is very excited. She has been in several East Forsyth Theatre
productions including INTO THE WOODS JR. (Little Red Riding Hood), OKLAHOMA
(ensemble), and SEUSSICAL JR. (Bird Girl). Dakota would like to thank her parents and
Mr. Walden for allowing her to be in an amazing production. 

Kenna Nichols (Ambitious Townsperson) is a junior at East Forsyth High School. She is
part of the ensemble, and this is her first time participating in one act. She has also been
a part of SEUSSICAL JR. (ensemble), INTO THE WOODS JR. (Florinda), and ONCE UPON A
MATTRESS (ensemble). She would like to thank her friends and family for always being
supportive and giving her the opportunity to do the things she loves.

Dakota Montgomery              Motherly Townsperson

 Jewett Mote                           Stressed Townsperson
Jewett Mote is a freshman at East Forsyth High School, and he is playing the Stressed
Townsperson. Jewett has also been involved in shows at LMMS Drama Society and
MATILDA THE MUSICAL (Escapologist) at the FoCAL Center in Cumming. Jewett would
like to thank Ms. Norwood for introducing him to theatre and the Trident at Little Mill
for always being there for him.

  Hudson Wray                               Vivid Townsperson
Hudson Wray (Vivid Townsperson) is a sophomore here at East Forsyth High School. This
is his 3rd time in a Theatre East production, previously being in ONCE UPON A
MATTRESS (ensemble). This marks a milestone in his school career and he couldn’t be
more excited to pass it. He would like to contribute his success to his loving parents and
his three cats.

 Gauge Ruiz                              Elderly Townsperson 
Gauge Ruiz (Elderly Townsperson) is a sophomore at East Forsyth High School and is
super excited to be a part of ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD. Gauge has previously been a part
of ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (Crew) and this is his first show acting! He is looking
forward to seeing all of the great actor’s performances and can’t wait to act alongside
them.



Bios
Tanner Deckard (Engineer) is a Senior at East Forsyth High School. He was in THE
SPITFIRE GRILL (Joe Sutter) and ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (Dauntless) during his junior
year. He is the president of the improv club, and he looks forward to continuing his
theatrical career in the future. He is also interested in pursuing a career in science. He
would like to thank his family for paying for all of his shows.

Tanner Deckard                                            Engineer 

Abby Cooke                                                 Guitarist

Caiden Burgis is a sophomore at East Forsyth High School, and he is the drummer in
ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD, this is his first production at Theatre East. He would like to
thank his mom and dad for the love and support of what he does.

Abby Cooke (cast) is a senior at East Forsyth High School. She is the guitarist for the play
and it is her first time being on the cast of a show. She also enjoys writing her own songs,
singing in the worship band at her church, and performing at local open mics. She would
like to thank her parents and brothers for supporting her throughout her passion for
music.

Caiden Burgis                                            Drummer

  Madian Velasco                                 Stage Manager
Madian Velasco is a junior at East Forsyth High School and the stage manager for
ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD. She has assistant stage managed other Theatre East
productions, such as ONCE UPON A MATTRESS, however, this is her first time being the
stage manager. She would like to thank her sister, Kate Mitchell for her constant support
and help, and her brother Jackson Howell. 

  Meredith Engle                Assistant Stage Manager
Meredith Engle (Crew) is in her junior year at East Forsyth High School. Serving as the
assistant stage manager for the second time, she has previously performed in SEUSSICAL
JR. (ensemble) and INTO THE WOODS JR. (Cinderella’s stepmother) at Theatre East.
Meredith gives many thanks to the cast and crew for their passion and love for the show,
and to her parents for their endless support.

 Maggie Parker                  Assistant Stage Manager 
Maggie Parker (Crew) is a junior at East Forsyth High School. She is an assistant stage
manager, and it is her first time in this position. Maggie has also been a part of THE
SPITFIRE GRILL (crew), ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (crew), and MATILDA (crew) at the
Holly Theater in Dahlonega. Maggie would like to thank her grandparents for all the love
and support they’ve given to her over the years. 



Bios
Hannah Litton (Crew) is a junior at East Forsyth High School. She is the lightboard
designer and it is also her first show! Hannah is very excited for this show and would like
to thank her friends for encouraging her to be more involved in theatre and her family
for all their support.

 Hannah Litton                               Lighting Designer   

 Carrington Darst                    Lightboard Operator 

Kas is a sophomore at East Forsyth High School. She is the spotlight operator, and it is
her first time in this position! Kas has also been a part of ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
(ensemble). Kas would like to thank her friends and family for supporting her!!!

Carrington Darst is a tenth-grade student at East Forsyth High School. He has worked on
THE SPITFIRE GRILL, Theater Spotlight, and ONCE UPON A MATTRESS all as a spotlight
operator. Carrington is the Lightboard Operator for ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD.
Carrington is also a part of Beta Club, D&D club, Esports varsity team, and has learned a
little bit about how to be a pilot.

Kas Gore                                    Spotlight Operator

Savannah Livingston                        Sound Designer
Savannah Livingston (Sound Designer) is a Senior at East Forsyth High School. This is her
third year in high school theater, she’s also been a part of INTO THE WOODS JR.
(Steward) and THE SPITFIRE GRILL (Crew), along with MATILDA (Crew) at the Holly
Theater in Dahlonega. She is incredibly excited to be a part of All-State Theater this year.
Savannah would like to thank her parents for constantly supporting her and giving their
own time to allow her to do what she loves. Kachow!

Jackson Howell                    Head Costume Manager
Jackson Howell is a junior at East Forsyth High School. He was a part of the costume crew
in ONCE UPON A MATTRESS and is the costume designer for ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD.
He is super excited to see his ideas and designs on the stage and hopes the audience is too!
He would like to thank his former costume designer, Sarah Groves, and the stage
manager, Madian Velasco, for their constant help and support! He would also like to
thank his parents for their love and respect for his position.

Ollie Stacy                     Head Hair/Makeup Manager 
Ollie Stacy a junior at East Forsyth High School and works as a technician in the
production of ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD. She has been in theater for seven years now
and has performed in numerous productions. Besides performing, Ollie has been a
technician for two years. She wants to thank her mother for always supporting her, and
hopes to continue doing theater for years to come! 



Bios
Canaan Payne is a junior at East Forsyth High School she has been doing theatre for 6
years and this is her 5th show with Theatre East. She has done multiple shows as a part
of the cast but also as a part of the crew. You might have seen her in OKLAHOMA
(ensemble) or INTO THE WOODS JR. (Jack’s Mother), as well as many others. She would
like to thank her family and friends for their never-ending love and support, and she
hopes you enjoy the show!

  Canaan Payne                                     Costume Crew    

Kaitlyn Deckard                                 Costume Crew 

Emma Wigley (Crew) is a freshman at East Forsyth High School. She is a part of the
Costume Crew for ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD, and this is her first time in any position at
East Forsyth. In middle school, she was in Tech for the LMMS Drama Society. Emma
would like to thank her friends for helping her when times get tough and her parents for
supporting her Theater journey. 

Kaitlyn Deckard (crew) is a freshman at East Forsyth High School. She is a part of the
Costume Crew for ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD, and this is her first time in this position at
East Forsyth as well as her first Theatre Experience. Kaitlyn would like to thank her
family for supporting her throughout her theatre journey, and her friends for getting her
to start doing theatre 

Emma Wigley                                       Costume Crew

Easton Siver                                      Tech Director
Easton Siver is a senior at East Forsyth High School. He is the Tech Director for
ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD. He also serves as President of East’s Theatre Troupe. He
would love to thank his mom and sister for always supporting and encouraging him. 

Connor Chadwick                                    Deck Crew
Conner Chadwick (Crew) is a freshman at East Forsyth High School, and he is a part of the
Deck Crew for ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD. In middle school, he was in Tech for the LMMS
Drama Society, but ELEPHANT’S GRAVEYARD is his first Theatre East production.
Conner would like to thank his family for supporting him throughout his theatre journey,
and his friends for helping him step out of his shell.

Sarah Allison                                          Deck Crew
Sarah Allison (Crew) is a freshman at East Forsyth High School. She is in deck crew and
this is her first time in this position. This is also her first production at Theatre East, as
well as her first ever. She would like to thank her family and friends for always being
there for her when she needed them.



Bios
Kate Mitchell (Crew) is a junior at East Forsyth High School. She is the Props Master and
this is her fourth production in this position. Kate has previously been a part of
OKLAHOMA (Crew), THE SPITFIRE GRILL (Crew), and ONCE UPON A MATTRESS (Crew)
at Theatre East. She would like to thank her sister, whose dedication to her college’s
mathletes team is her biggest inspiration. 

 Kate Mitchell                                       Props Master    

Emma Smith                                             Props Crew 
Emma Smith (Props Crew) is a freshman at East Forsyth High School. This is her first-
ever high school production! You may have previously seen her in productions with the
LMMS Drama Society! She would like to thank her family and friends for giving her
unwavering support during this process, as well as her parents for spending a little bit of
extra gas to get her to and from rehearsal! 

Addison Walden                                           Director

Kylee Bowen                                Assistant Director
Kylee Bowen (Assistant Director) This is Kylee’s third year with Theatre East, and she
could not be more grateful! She would like to thank the entire cast and crew for all of
their hard work and commitment to this wonderful show. She would also like to thank
April Walden for being her best friend! Enjoy the show!

Addison Walden (Director) is in his fourteenth year of teaching. Mr. Walden graduated
from North Forsyth High School and then went to school at Georgia College and State
University where he earned a BA in Theatre and an MAT in Education. He would like to
thank his wife April, without whom he would not be able to do this job. He is proud of her
for running East’s Media Center and sponsoring Yearbook. He would also like to thank his
daughters, Brianna and Raleigh, for sharing their father with 40+ teenagers and for
being the sweetest young ladies in the world.



Thank you to our
Sponsors!

Publix supermarket
charities

www.publix.com

 
Mr. Rogers Cleaners 

www.mrrogerscleaners.com
(678) 231-3756

1175 Buffiod Rd
Cumming, GA 30041

(470)309-9464

Buffalo's cafe
 



Thank you to our
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Details-design.com



Thank you to our
Sponsors!

Chick-fil-A of
Dawsonville

Sam Nissen
REAL ESTATE

706-429-8209

$500 donation to Theatre East for each
closed real estate transaction. Ask Sam

for details.

Mr. Fred Scanling

 

(706)265-4997



Become a Sponsor of Theatre East!

Theatre is
possible

because of
our

community! 

1479 Ventura Dr.   Suite A   Cumming, GA 30040
Toll Free: 1-877-ENSIGN9

Tel: 770-205-9891
Fax: 770-205-9345

Ensign@Ensignbuildingsolutions.com

Thank you to our
Sponsors!



Theatre 2023-2024 Season!

TheatreTheatre  
SpotlightSpotlight

Theatre

Much AdoMuch AdoAbout NothingAbout Nothing
by William 

Shakespeare

Elephant's Graveyard

Nov 9
7:00 pm

Oct 5th 7:00 PM
Oct 6th 7:00 PM
Oct 7th 2:00 PM

Jan 25 7:00 PM
Jan 26 7:00 PM
Jan 27 2:00 pm

Mar 21 7:00 PM
Mar 22 7:00 PM

Mar 23 2:00 pm &
7:00PM



Visit our
website for

ticket
information

sponsorships
and parent

involvement!
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